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Life Knowledge Park at the
Institute of Human Genetics

seek to understand the mechanisms that control the
unfolding of the human genome in human
development, we need to recognise that stem cells
are as vulnerable to genome instability as other
kinds of cell. This, as yet under-recognised
vulnerability must be taken fully into account in
developing safe and effective stem cell therapies.

The Park aims to play a leading role in bringing
scientific discoveries to the patient population. The
Park is creating a new laboratory centre, the
Knowledge Crucible, which is hosting
interdisciplinary initiatives to catalyse collaborations
between the University of Newcastle's world-leading
research groups in ageing, cancer and human
development. The Park is also promoting links with
complementary expertise in the Universitt of
Durham. Like the Centre for Life, the Park is bringing
emerging scientific ideas and developments into the
public arena, fostering informed debate and
encouraging a broad portfolio of educational
initiatives at school and university level. It is also
committing significant effort and resource to building
links with companies to take forward the commercial
exploitation of scientific discoveries.

Professor John Burn, Clinical Director
Northern Genetics Services

Life Knowledge Park is creating a world-class
genetic research centre aimed at fundamental
improvements in human health. The Park is also
delivering early fruits of this research through
commercial development, forging a strong
regional capability in post-genomic technologies.
Existing links with the NHS are being
strengthened, enabling emerging discoveries to be
evaluated and applied in innovative healthcare. An
outstandingly successful forum for addressing
public interest and concerns has been established
in the Centre for Life, which will participate in the
Park to promote genome-related education and
ethical debate.

This proposal brings together in partnership a
range of organisations led by the University of
Newcastle which is delivering against the three
themes of multi-disciplinary research, public
understanding of science and commercial
exploitation. The Park is a partnership between the
University of Newcastle and the Centre for Life. Its
unifying theme is Genome Instability, a subject of
pivotal importance in using genome discoveries to
address the major degenerative diseases, including
cancer, that are associated with an increasingly
aged population. Genome instability is also
important for research on stem cell biology. As we
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there is less chance of early-stage cancers slipping through
the net.

“Finally, with less recalls and the whole process being
speeded up it means the results can be turned around in days
rather than weeks, again taking away some of the stress and
worry for patients.”

Dr Judith Woodruff, chief executive of North-East
support charity Coping With Cancer, said last night it was
“excellent news”.

Anything that helps to detect cancer earlier and
improves people’s chance of longer term survival is good
news and I think Nice have made the right choice,” she said.

“For cervical cancer in particular, which can affect very
young women, this  is an important breakthrough.”

Nice’s appraisal committee has now prepared its
recommendations for the use of LBC and interested parties
have until September to appeal against the decision.

The traditional Pap smear is usually carried out by a
nurse or GP and involves cells being taken from the cervix
using a spatula and placed on a glass slide. It is examined
under a microscope for abnormalities but these can be
missed because slides can be obscured by healthy cells.

By Louella Houldcroft Investigative Reporter

Women will no longer face the agony of false
test results and weeks of waiting thanks to a
life-saving cervical cancer test pioneered in
the North-East.

Health service watchdog the National Institute
for Clinical Excellence (Nice) last night backed
the use of liquid-based cytology (LBC) over the
current Pap test for the diagnosis of
cervical cancer.

The Journal revealed in November 2000 how
Newcastle’s Royal Victoria Infirmary was one of three pilot
sites chosen to carry out detailed research into the
effectiveness and accuracy of the test.

Now, thanks to their efforts, it is likely this safer
procedure will be rolled out across the UK, potentially
saving the lives of thousands of women a year. Professor
Alistair Burt, clinical lead for pathology at the RVI, said
introducing the new test would impact on patients in three
major ways.

“In the past we were looking at a recall rate of 10pc but
with this new test the number of unsatisfactory results is
negligible,” he said.

“That takes away all the unnecessary stress which
women go through when they have to go back for a second
test. Secondly, the slide is much easier to read for the
cytologist which means
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